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Barnstable Historical Society Archives
Dr. Charles E. Harris Research and Photograph Collection 

Manuscript Collection No. 1 

Captain Charles Harris, M.D.

Extent: 7 boxes

Biographical Note:  Dr. Charles E. Harris was born November 12, 1868, in Waterford,
Vermont and passed away at Cape Cod Hospital in Hyannis, Massachusetts on May 26, 
1947. Dr. Harris was educated at St. Johnsbury Academy and Springfield, Massachusetts 
College. He received his medical degree from Baltimore Medical School and came to 
Hyannis to start his medical practice in 1898. Dr. Harris played an active role in 
establishing the Cape Cod Hospital in Hyannis. Several years before the new hospital was 
built he would host circus fundraisers in his back yard where local residents would dress
up as animals and clowns to entertain the guests. Once the new hospital was established 
he then worked on starting an X-ray department and served as its first chief. During 
World War I he served in the Army medical corps and was stationed in Springfield, Ma.
Never one to rest on his laurels, he involved himself with the Federated Church in 
Hyannis, was a trustee of the Hyannis Public Library, belonged to the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Rotary Club, and was a founding member of the Hyannis USO during 
WWII.
In addition to the above accomplishments he also published two book titles: Hyannis Sea 
Captains, A Vermont Village, and a pamphlet on Ora Adams Hinckley, the Director of 
the Hyannis Public Library. Dr Harris was also a covered bridge enthusiast and he 
traveled New England to photograph them.
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